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 Concentration procedures 
A routine part of complete stool examination for parasites Allows detection of 

small numbers of parasites that may be missed by using only a direct wet smear 

Designed to separate protozoan organisms & helminths eggs & larvae from fecal 

debris by centrifugation and/or differences in specific gravity. 

There are two types of concentration procedures: 

1- Sedimentation 
Concentration procedures are used to concentrate eggs, larvae and protozoan cysts 

to increase the sensitivity for parasite detection in stool samples, specially in cases 

of mild infection. 

All type of eggs and cysts can be recovered by sedimentation. Parasites settle down 

more rapidly by centrifugation. 

Larger food particles can be removed prior to centrifugation by filtering through a 

sieve with a pore size enough to retain those particles. The efficiency of detection 

is increased by adding formalin for fixation & preservation of parasites, and ethyl 

acetate to remove organic material especially fat. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


